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SECRET PANAMA 4844 

EXDIS 

FOR AMBASSADOR BUNKER AND ASST. SEC. ROGERS EROM AMBASSADOR 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, PN 

SUBJECT: MESSAGE TO TORRIJOS 

REE: STATE 189243 

1 . ON RECEIPT OF REFTEL YESTERDAY EVENING, 1 CALLED 
TORRIJOS AND ASKED TO SEE HIM. HE SAID WE COULD MEET IN 
HALE AN HOUR AT THE HOME OF GABRIEL LEWIS, BUSINESSMAN- 
CONFIDANTE. AETER CORDIAL PRELIMINARIES, I DELIVERED ORALLY 
MESSAGE CONTAINED PARA. 4. 

2. TORRIJOS EXPRESSED GREAT PLEASURE AT THE NEWS THAT 
BUNKER WAS TO RETURN SOON TO PANAMA. HE ASKED ME TO TELL 
THE AMBASSADOR THAT HE WOULD ALWAYS BE WELCOME HERE AND 
THAT HE COULD BE ASSURED OF A WARM AND FRIENDLY RECEPTION. 

HE INDICATED THAT THE NEWS WOULD HAVE A HIGHLY FAVORABLE 
EFFECT ON PUBLIC OPINION HERE AND IMPLIED IT WOULD EASE 
CONSIDERABLY THE HEAVY AND GROWING PRESSURE HE HAS BEEN 
SUBJECTED TO BY CRITICS OF THE NEGOTIATIONS. HE SAID THE 
SOONER BUNKER COULD COME THE BETTER IT WOULD BE SINCE 
OVER THE PAST MONTHS CRITICISM AND PESSIMISM HAD INCREASED 
ALMOST DAILY. 

3. TORRIJOS ASKED IF THE NEWS COULD BE MADE PUBLIC. 

1 SAID WE HAD NO OBJECTIONS TO HIS USING IT. WE THEN DIS- 
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ADVISER ON NEWS MATTERS, MARIO VELASQUEZ OF TV CHANNEL 2, 

TO JOIN OUR SESSION. ON THE LATTER'S ARRIVAL, TORRIJOS 
AND VELASQUEZ DISCUSSED WHAT SHOULD BE SAID. THAT WAS AT 

7 P.M. THE NEWS BULLETIN WAS AIRED AS A SPECIAL ITEM AT 

8 P.M. AND AGAIN AT 9 P.M. THIS RAPID HANDLING WAS THE 
CLEAREST POSSIBLE INDICATION OF THE IMPORTANCE TORRIJOS 
ATTACHED TO THE INFORMATION HE HAD RECEIVED. HE THANKED 
ME WARMLY AND ASKED THAT HIS THANKS ALSO BE EXPRESSED TO 
PRESIDENT FORD, SECRETARY KISSINGER AND TO ALL WHO PLAYED 
A ROLE IN BRINGING ABOUT THIS DECISION. 

JORDEN 
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